
This season has been a bit of a rollercoaster weather wise, compared to what many
experienced farmers have seen and experienced over the last 30-40 years. In the past
the landscape was filled with many small farms and during winter, manure
management consisted of spreading solid manure with a rear discharge spreader over
the snow or stacking manure piles behind the barn to wait for spring. Some farms still
do this today. Farms, herds and manure volumes were smaller and consisted of
heavy bedded pack manure. When spread or stored in poor locations this also had
environmental impacts. Current farming has changed along with waste consistency,
volumes and knowledge of what can happen when manure is applied on frozen snow-

covered ground that is exposed to mother natures water cycles. Read on...

Attention Farmland Preservation Program Participants!
Remember to claim your $10/acre tax credit this year!
If you bought or sold land in 2025 and you need to update your certificate. Please contact our office at
least one week before you meet with your tax preparer.

Soil Health: The Root of a Stronger Manitowoc County
We often take the ground beneath our feet for granted, but for the Manitowoc County Soil and Water
Conservation Department, soil health is the foundation of our communities future. It’s more than just "dirt"—it
is a living, breathing ecosystem that filters our water and grows our food.

https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20260116/03/12/6e/26/44022791f8c5ebbae451477f/SWCD_Blog_1-9-26.pdf


You may have heard the term “regenerative agriculture” recently, especially after the USDA launched a new
Regenerative Pilot Program in December 2025.  But what exactly is regenerative agriculture and why does it
matter?  Regenerative Agriculture is a way of farming that focuses on restoring the land rather than just using
it. Instead of looking at a farm one small piece at a time, this approach uses holistic, whole-farm management
to improve soil health and water management.  Bundling practices—meaning combining several conservation
methods into one plan, is one way to begin looking at whole-farm management. 

 Primary Practices Included

The Manitowoc County SWCD is excited to announce our 2026 program and cost-share
opportunities for producers and landowners. We encourage everyone to review the flier for
program rates. If you have questions or need more guidance, please call our office and speak
with a resource conservationist. 920-683-4183

Cover crop cost share is in high demand. Reach out early to ensure you secure the necessary
support. Be prepared, you will need to know which field/s you want to plant to complete the
application. Here's a link to the online application: https://forms.gle/HCSnhjYjfHxidVVF9

https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20260116/8e/95/94/0b/9de50c1318238c7cc2638ed5/Healthy_Soil__Healthy_Communities.docx
https://forms.gle/HCSnhjYjfHxidVVF9




Need Trees? It's not too late to order!

Wisconsin DNR Tree and Shrub
Seedling Sale

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/treeplanting/order

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/treeplanting/order


Camp Tapawingo Tree and Shrub Sale

Tree Sale Form

We have tree planters for rent if you need one!! Please call the office to

get a spot reserved as it could fill up fast 920-683-4183.

See Tree planter Rental Agreement if interested in reserving it.

Groundwater Awareness Week
Groundwater Awareness Week takes place March 8th-14th, 2026. Manitowoc County SWCD will
once again offer our FREE community well water screening for nitrates. Bring 1/2 cup of well water in

https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20260116/e5/44/60/6d/1b0c8e345a973118191fd6a1/2026_Camp_Tapawingo_tree_sale.pdf
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20260116/06/ab/60/03/45170f7b9a4b6fad19edf76c/Tree_planter_Rental_Agreement.pdf


a clean container to our office during business hours. Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 pm. Additional
drop off locations will be available. Stay tuned for more information soon. 

Follow our Facebook page- Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation



Register NOW for the Nutrient Management Farmer Education Program. Farms may be eligible
for a $700 stipend to attend. The class takes place February 13th and 20th, 2026. You MUST
attend both classes and turn in a completed 2026 nutrient management plan to certify and
qualify for the $700 stipend. Please call 920-683-4183 to RSVP by February 6th.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxJp1gJ9xf_sHfjzrTL1RfC3NdWt1_SfIZImnP6hEAsUyJWg/viewform?usp=header




Contact Information
Manitowoc County Soil & Water Conservation Department

4319 Expo Drive, P.O. Box 935
Manitowoc, WI 54221-0935

920-683-4183

https://phragmites_restoration_workshop.eventbrite.com/
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