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 Update from the Director

                                                       Spring is in the air, put it into your steps.... 

 Spring was my final word in the last newsletter and my first in this edition. April is a unique time of the year depicted in the
early Romans calendar. Odds are it was chosen for several reasons and revolves around the translation of April meaning
new beginnings or to open. This corresponds to the changes that occur in the natural world when our land, soil and water
wake up from the wintery grip and as many say, you can smell it in the air.
     Our Farmers eagerly wait for our soils to wake up and when they are ready to plant, the fresh smell of earth is magic to
their senses. This begins with the opening of plant buds, the first clean-up of our yards, migrations of song birds, waterfowl,
fish, amphibian and reptile mating activities… the opening and beginning of life. All wildlife big and small, even the animals
cared for in husbandry are managed to be timed with spring. 

Click here to read full article

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/9fjfb/e7145d560b6cbcd0d402fa370e418904/SWCD_Blog_4-24-24.pdf


                    Wisconsin Ag Climate Outlook
Make well-informed decisions based on current and forecasted conditions in your area!  This new tool provides a weekly
report with relevant, up-to-date Wisconsin climate information. It’s a great resource for Agriculture Advisors, Farmers, and
Conservation Staff!

Wisconsin Climate Outlook – Crops and Soils

https://cropsandsoils.extension.wisc.edu/wisconsin-climate-outlook/


Farmers Adopting Climate Smart Practices 

-Angie Ulness, Ag Educator, UW-Madison, Division of Extension

     Our state is likely to become wetter, with a modest increase in total precipitation and number of intense rainfall events.
According to the UW-Madison Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies, the degree of climate change varies by season,
with winter experiencing the greatest warming,

     Milwaukee and Green Bay experienced two of the five fastest warming winters in major cities across America over the
past half-century. In the coming decades, U.S. climate will heat up overall with summer temperatures hitting record highs.
The Nelson Institute predicts by 2041, Manitowoc County could experience 20 days each summer with temperature
maximums over 90 degrees F.  They also predict the number of days with a minimum temperature of 70 degrees F to
increase by 15 days per year.  

Click here to read full article

 

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/9fjfb/4a671aa5a1d3b2e07dab455d16447aef/Wisconsin_Ag_Climate_Change_Article.pdf


Take a Bath in the Forest for Arbor Day?

-Tara Wachowski



Happy Arbor Day!   From backyards to rain forests, trees are hard at work providing the necessities of life.  They clean our
air and water, provide habitat for wildlife, connect communities, and support our health and well-being.  In fact, did you
know that spending time in nature has been proven to improve both our physical and mental well-being? This Arbor Day
plant a tree, and if you’re not able to plant one, head out to the woods and experience the wonders of Manitowoc County!

Click to read more tips and Discover some of Manitowoc County Parks

 

Often, relatively small areas of fields are responsible for the largest portion of soil losses. The Discovery Farms Wisconsin
Field Walkover Guide is a great tool to assess any landscape for conservation needs: 160223-Walkover-Guide.pdf
(uwdiscoveryfarms.org) Learn on-farm lessons learned, how to find vulnerable areas, adapting tillage, waterway options,
checking non-tilled areas, and practical field management decision trees.  SWCD has cost-share available to help address
these resource concerns. Contact our department at 920-683-4183.

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/9fjfb/1c5f8556b691bd15b939def666eccade/Arbor_Day_Article.pdf
https://uwdiscoveryfarms.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/1255/2020/07/160223-Walkover-Guide.pdf


Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation Department has cost-share
available for the 2024 Season!

Contact the Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation Department NOW to sign
up. 

Cost-share and technical guidance is available for a variety of practices.  Call 920-683-
4183 to learn more and sign up.



                                                                  Phragmites Control for Landowners

    A group of LISMA members including Glacierland Resource Conservation & Development Council (Glacierland),
Lakeshore Natural Resources Partnership (LNRP) and Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. among others, are partnering on
a regional invasive phragmites effort on public and private lands across Calumet, Manitowoc, Fond du Lac, Sheboygan, &
Ozaukee Counties. 

    Invasive Phragmites (Phragmites australis) is a tall, colony-forming grass introduced from Europe that is taking over
wetlands, rivers, shoreline habitats, and roadside ditches. It crowds out native plants, decreasing ecosystem diversity and
providing little or no food for wildlife.  It threatens critical nesting, foraging, and spawning habitats for native animals.

Read more on Phragmites here

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/9fjfb/815fb5c2cea997311bf4376c25ba4d1e/Phragmites_Control_for_Landowners.pdf


Native Flowers for Challenging Conditions

-Tara Wachowski

     It's that time of the year when gardeners rejoice in all the new life waking up from the soil and eagerly start puttering in
their gardens; adding compost, clearing last year’s growth, starting seeds, and dreaming about all the colorful blooms and
new plants to grow.  You can never have too many new plants, am I right?

    Gardeners may also be thinking through how they’ll tackle particularly troublesome areas in their space.  Two struggles
for many gardeners in our County are growing plants in heavy clay soils and in shady spots.  The good news is there are
many Wisconsin native plants that are perfectly adapted to our heavy clay soils, climate, and shade. These native plants
support pollinators and have deep roots systems that filter water and keep soil in place.  If you’re planning a small
flowerbed or have room for a larger planting, here are a few native plant options to explore!

Read about more tips here

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/9fjfb/48b011ca1bb6ddb19192586e443aa591/Native_Plants_for_Challenging_Conditions.pdf
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