
SWCD Director Update

Hello Everyone!

It has been 4 short months as the new Soil & Water Director for Manitowoc County. I‘ve enjoyed meeting new
farmers, landowners and local representatives. I have seen local agricultural pioneers working together to
formulate solutions and work on implementing new ideas in soil health and surface & groundwater quality that
work with Dairy Farm cropping systems. There are new innovative conservation activities for phosphorous
reduction being developed to reduce nutrient loading to lakes & streams that hopefully can be used to improve
water quality in areas that may need that extra help to meet water quality goals in our recreational water bodies.

Click Here for Full Article

Preventing & Responding Manure Spills

and Run-Off

Manitowoc County Soil & Water Conservation Department and UW-Madison Division of Extension Manitowoc
County are encouraging farmers and land applicators to review and update their manure spill prevention and
emergency response plans this fall. Manure spills and leaks can have detrimental effects on the environment and
human health, and accidents typically peak in spring and fall when most manure is hauled. Being proactive by
routinely monitoring application equipment and storage facilities, watching the weather prior to, during, and
after application, applying nutrients based on crop need and approved nutrient management plan, identifying
and using caution around critical sites, and following Manitowoc County’s Animal Waste Management Ordinance
is key to preventing spills. If a manure spill occurs, having a response plan already in place “is one step closer in
being better equipped to handle the unfortunate accident or costly clean-up,” says David Wetenkamp, Director of
the Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation Department.

Click Here for Full Article

Cover Crop Tour

Driving down Highway 151 or other Manitowoc County roads you may have noticed these new cover crop signs
throughout the county.  About 50 signs were installed by Manitowoc County SWCD and the Forage Council’s Soil
Health and Water Quality Team to promote the use of cover crops as a viable option to improve soil heath and
water quality. The signs also share the great conservation efforts already being done by our local farmers.

Why does cover matter? Cover Crops and crop residue "blanket" the soil, providing a protective layer that keeps
soil and nutrients in place instead of washing off during heavy rains and snow melt. They also add much-needed
organic matter which improves water in�ltration, moisture retention, encourages bene�cial microbial life, and
cycles nutrients. These are all important factors in having healthy, productive soil and keeping rivers, lakes,
streams, and groundwater clean.

The SWCD developed an online cover crop map tour which serves as a resource to learn what types of cover
crops are being grown in Manitowoc County, when and how they were planted, and the goals and advice from
producers who planted them. Click the link to access the interactive map.  Manitowoc County Cover Crop Tour
(arcgis.com)

In addition to the cover crop map project, conservationists recently recorded the amount of cover and tillage
practices in the Pine Creek Watershed.  Warm temperatures and a dry fall made for good conditions to get cover
crops planted after silage harvest.  “It seems that more farms are trying cover crops this fall, and it’s exciting to
drive around and see �elds of green throughout the county!” says Resource Conservationist, Cheyenne Behnke.

Below are the results of the Transect survey.

Livestock Facility License

Unsure if you need a Livestock Facility License? Here is some information to help you decide.

Manitowoc County adopted the Livestock Facility Siting Ordinance, Chapter 28 on January 1, 2007. The purpose of
the ordinance is to establish standards and procedures for issuing licenses to new and expanding livestock
facilities. This requires all farms to follow the same set of guidelines to protect existing local residents’ rights
through maintaining setbacks, odor score standards, facility and manure storage monitoring, as well as requiring
adequate land bases for nutrient management use.  Being licensed also protects farms by setting standards and
making neighboring residents and/or new residents aware of the licensed farms’ operational rights.  This is
needed to protect the safety and welfare of all Manitowoc County residents and agricultural producers.

A license is required for:

- New Livestock Facilities that will meet or exceed 750 Animal Units

- An Expanding Livestock Facility that meets or exceeds 750 Animal Units and that is       increasing Animal Unit
by 20% or more from the number kept on January 1, 2007

- A previously licensed Livestock Facility that plans to exceed the Animal Unit number that the license was issued
for

For additional information about Livestock Facility Siting visit http://livestocksiting.wi.gov or
https://manitowoccountywi.gov/departments/soil-and-water-conservation/local-ordinances/livestock-siting-
license/

For local assistance call the Manitowoc County Soil & Water Conservation Dept. at 920-683-4183 and ask for Dave
Wetenkamp or Cheyenne Behnke

Nitrate Screening Results

Community Nitrate Screening & WI DNR’s Expanded Well Compensation Program

Manitowoc County Soil and Water Conservation Department, with help from Home & Community Education
volunteers, completed its 28th annual Free Nitrate Screening in August 2022.  A total of 230 samples were
screened for Nitrate during the Manitowoc County Fair and Community Nitrate Screening Week.  Over half (59%)
of the screened samples contained less than 2.0 mg/L nitrate, far below the drinking water standard of 10 mg/L. 
Ten percent of the samples were above the drinking water standard (10 mg/L,) with higher nitrate levels found
more frequently in areas vulnerable to groundwater contamination. These areas have shallow soils over bedrock
and karst features, such as sink holes, which allow rainwater and melting snow and any pollutants it’s
transporting, to easily percolate into the underlying aquifer.

Click Here for Full Article

Cover Crop Insurance

                                   DATCP Offering Cover Crop Insurance Premium Rebate!

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) partnered with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Risk Management Agency (RMA) to offer premium discounts for 2023 on
2022 planted cover crops through a new cover crop rebate insurance program. Interested participants may enroll
acres planted to cover crops in the fall of 2022 which will be planted to an insurable crop in the following growing
season. Eligible applicants will receive a $5 per acre insurance rebate on the following year's crop insurance
invoice for every acre of cover crop enrolled and veri�ed in the program. The program is offered for acres of
cover crops installed outside of state and federal program incentives (e.g., EQIP, CSP and state cost share).
Applications will be due to DATCP in mid-January and must be completed in full for eligibility. Funding will be
provided through USDA-RMA as an insurance rebate through the normal crop insurance processes. Program
information is available on the DATCP website.

                                                     Click the photo for a direct link.

Outreach

Left Photo: Mishicot High School Soil Science Class

Resource Conservationist, Cheyenne Behnke, demonstrates how to use a soil compaction probe during a
presentation with Mishicot High School soil science students. Students also learned about screening well water
for nitrates and the basics of surveying.

Center Photo: Kiel FFA Alumni Ag Career Day

Tara Wachowski, Outreach and Grants Coordinator spoke with 180 Middle School students from Kiel about
conservation careers at the Kiel FFA Alumni Ag Career Day at Farm Wisconsin.

Right Photo: Soil Health Workshop

Jamie Patton, Senior Outreach Specialist, Nutrient & Pest Management Program at UW-Madison presents in a
soil pit at Libertyland Farms, Inc. to a group of about 30 Producers, Agronomists, and County Conservationists.
 Attendees also received a soil health test kit and learned how to use it at the UW-Extension, Manitowoc County
SWCD, and NRCS Soil Health Workshop.

Conservation Poster Contest

https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20221118/02/2d/56/fe/cd37f827f9d9c31a5e68416d/SWCD_Blog-10-24-22.pdf
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20221118/b7/eb/ac/28/85517ac0d5c16a14266fd76f/Preventing_and_Responding_to_Manure_Spills.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9effd499cef84c9c952b2da7749acc44
http://livestocksiting.wi.gov/
https://manitowoccountywi.gov/departments/soil-and-water-conservation/local-ordinances/livestock-siting-license/
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20221118/9c/3a/bb/94/9635f74f5d847aa9868e9013/Nitrate_Screening_article.pdf


Manitowoc County Soil & Water Department

4319 Expo Drive

Manitowoc, WI 54220

920.683.4183

sw@manitowoccountywi.gov

Manage your preferences | Opt Out using TrueRemove™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.

4319 Expo Dr. None | Manitowoc, WI 54221-0935 US

This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list.

mailto:sw@manitowoccountywi.gov
https://www.facebook.com/ManitowocCountySoilandWater
mailto:sw@manitowoccountywi.gov
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmanitowoccountywi.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fsoil-and-water-conservation%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR38PMceyJe7MzsIK6ZdfPhlXGsGiYmqihDhmaXR8x1iTAoy-IbBphVq7oA&h=AT0cS6Cum4fs9bPsPn0xQNDEJ1jM4eO62a9WoUhHB84foV4bZR19-DW7C0gZ7vlRzvY_a4sitOSg8ELojoMy4mWpd-1H_DZ8yjeYFSpblQKCK5vw2ZKUZVEUgVbsN_EaEMDfxw
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1934731/1924775.306722471/
https://myemma.com/powered-by-emma-email?utm_source=e2ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=powered-by-emma-email&utm_content=emma-logo-template-footer
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1934731/1924775/?v=a

