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MANITOWOC COUNTY TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
July 19, 2022 

Manitowoc County Sheriff’s Office 
 

Present:  Barb Herrmann, Jason Freiboth, David Funkhouser, Greg Grotegut, Todd Blaser, Gary 
Mueller, Mason Simmons, Rick Olig, James Falkowski, Steven Denzien, Brian Kohlmeier, Michael 
Polich, and Holly Herzog.  
 
Also Present:  WSP Sgt Henry Glick; Conner Wendricks, WISDOT intern; and Officer Jacob Schweigl, 
Cleveland PD.  Citizens:  Judith Perlman and Sue Conatses. 
 
Excused:  Jason Orth, Dan Hartwig, Brian Nack, Curt Green and Justin Hansen. 
 
Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Michael Polich. 
 
Minutes:  Motion to approve previous meeting minutes by Steven Denzien, second by Rick Olig; 
motion carried. 
 
Public Comment:  Judith Perlman and Sue Conatses from the Village of Cleveland commented on 
the dangerous conditions on CORD LS near Lincoln Ave.  Sue stated they were looking for options to 
control speed on CORD LS as the speed limit is 35 mph and 68% of the vehicles were exceeding that 
based on Sue’s calculations.  The area is very popular with pedestrians and bicyclists, and there is 
no shoulder for them to get off the roadway and a 4 foot ditch.  She was very concerned that 
someone will be hit by a car and wanted to discuss preventive measures. 
 
Judith is a 30 year resident and stated it is the worse it has ever been.  She stated speed has always 
been a problem and with no shoulder, so many pedestrians, many non-residents driving/walking 
between the parks, and all the deer it presents a very dangerous situation.  Judith stated if you go 
the speed limit you will be passed and residents are afraid to slow down to enter their driveways as 
cars tailgate and approach quickly.   
 
Site Evaluations:   
 
CORD LS at Lincoln Ave, Cleveland:   
Brian Kohlmeier inquired of Judith and Sue if they had brought their concerns to the Village Board.  
Judith stated they have and were informed that it is a County highway and their police force is 
down to one officer.  Judith stated they would like a speed study.  Officer Schweigl from the Village 
of Cleveland stated they have a speed board which does collect data.  Officer Schweigl will attempt 
to download that data.   
 
Greg Grotegut stated the Highway Department looked at the intersection, removed brush, and 
replaced a stop ahead sign.  Lt. Polich reported that since 2010 the Manitowoc County Sheriff’s 
Office has only assisted with 2 accidents in this area.  The Cleveland Police Department reported 6 
accidents in the last 10 years.   
 
Greg Grotegut stated road reconstruction within the village must go through the Village Board.  This 
section of CORD LS is scheduled to be milled and repaved in 2026.  If the Village wants to add 
sidewalks and a bike trail they would have to buy the right-of-way from the residents.  The Board 
pointed out that most of the funds for these improvements would come from the Village.   
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Rick Olig stated that a speed study may recommend raising the speed limit and they should be 
aware of that.   
 
Motion by Brian Kohlmeier to recommend a speed study for CORD LS at Lincoln Ave to evaluate the 
area, second by Dave Funkhouser; motion carried. 
 
Site Evaluations:   
 
CORD NN at Man-Cal Road:  Greg Grotegut reported that the Highway Department has been 
working with the DOT.  The roadway was examined and they found the slope and radius to be 
subpar, but met the requirements for 45 mph.  An advanced warning sign and chevrons will be 
installed. 
 
Motion by Greg Grotegut to install chevrons and advisory 45 mph sign, second by Barb Herrmann; 
motion carried.  
 
City of Kiel requesting speed study on STHY 67 within the City limits:    Mason Simmons stated 
the speed study has been completed.  DOT is currently drafting a memo and conducting an internal 
review.  Results should be provided to the City of Kiel soon. 
 
DOT Update Report from WI DOT-BOTS Representative:  Rick Olig reported there have been 
293 fatal accidents in 2022 as compared to 270 in 2021.  There have been 13 crashes in a 
construction zone in 2022 compared to 0 in 2021.  Of the 13 crashes 9 have taken place on I43 
involving 4 commercial vehicles.  Most of these accidents occurred between 0700-1100 hrs and 
1600 hrs.   
 
Community Maps have been updated adding flag filters for aggressive, ATV/UTV, helmet, 
intersection, and school bus.  Upcoming events include Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over August 17 – 
September 5, Child Passenger Safety Week September 19-25, Governor’s Conference August 29-31 
and Speed Awareness Day July 27.  See attached PowerPoint by Rick Olig. 
 
Recent Fatalities:   
July 2, 2022 on I43 SB north of Carstens Lake Rd involved mechanical failure on a Jeep Wrangler.  
The Jeep lost a rear wheel causing the driver to lose control.  The vehicle rolled and ejected the 
victim.  The victim was not wearing a seatbelt.  Two other individuals had seatbelts on and only 
suffered minor injury. 
 
Mason Simmons indicated that seatbelt compliance is at 86% which indicates a downward trend.  A 
review of recent fatalities showed that 44% of those killed were not wearing their seatbelt. 
 
Next Meeting:  October 18, 2022 at 10:00 am. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Barbara Herrmann, second by James Falkowski; motion carried. 
 
Submitted by: Holly Herzog, Secretary 


